
Independent & Dependent Clauses 
 
Let’s talk about a very exciting and not boring topic—independent vs. dependent clauses! Knowing the 
difference between these two clauses is absolutely VITAL if you want to use a comma correctly. And that, my 
friends, is the fastest track to becoming a grammar nerd.  
 

Independent Clauses  
An independent clause can stand on its own two feet as the name suggests. It is a complete sentence with a 
subject and verb. Indie clauses are highlighted below:  

• I like coconut macaroons.  

• I have enough money to last me the rest of my life unless I buy something.  

• If the weather is right, I like to swim laps.  
 

Dependent Clauses  
A dependent clause does NOT express a complete thought, despite containing a subject and a noun. Some 
examples:  

• Because I can’t wait for the bus  

• If you work on Sundays  

• No matter how you look at it  
 

Placing a Comma  
To be succinct, the problem I see most is not knowing whether to put a comma after “and” in a long sentence. 
The rule is this: if you find an independent clause after that “and” (or any other conjunction), use a comma!  

• I like this project, and it is very interesting.  

• The client designed and advertised a consulting project, and they selected Mason, Bruce & Girard, Inc. 
to conduct the analysis.  

• The model includes all of the planning areas, but in this summary, we focus on these few planning 
areas in detail.  

 
If it is a dependent clause or merely a phrase, please do not use a comma.  

• I like the project and the way my PM thinks.  

• The client designed a consulting project and selected Mason, Bruce & Girard, Inc. to conduct the 
analysis.  

• The model includes all of the planning areas but in this summary, only focuses on a few.  
 


